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They who chop their own wood are 
twice warmed 



• Firewood has been 
identified by the 
USDA as a vector 
for transporting 
invasive forest 
insect species to 
non-infested areas 



Perspective on the Firewood 
Industry 

• Firewood producers are the first line of 
defense against these forest threats.  

• The firewood industry is very important to 
West Virginia. 

• The firewood industry in WV is mostly 
undocumented. 
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Purpose 

To develop a network of firewood 
producers and promote their industry 

Note: The WV Friends of Firewood Network is not geared toward regulating firewood! 



Components of  
Friends of Firewood 

• Contact/survey firewood producers to 
learn about industry 

• Provide educational workshops to 
promote the producers 

•Develop a network of producers in WV 



Surveys 
– Four main objectives.  To explore: 

•Various business and marketing practice 
•Knowledge of invasive species, quarantines and wood 

sterilization practices 
•Common injuries and safety practices 
•Assess interest in educational topics 

 



Two-part survey 

• Telephone interview 
– Designed to be quick and easy 

•Mail-based questionnaire 
– Contained more specific questions 



Telephone Interview Results 

• 429 telephone numbers collected 
• 286 eligible contacts 

– 102 willing to participate 
– Others were refusals, ineligible, and noncontacts 
– 35% response rate 
– 59% cooperation rate 
– 80 agreed to provide their address and complete a 

mailed questionnaire 

 



Mailed Questionnaire Results 

• 80 firewood producers agreed to complete 
– 44 questionnaires returned 
– 2 were partials 
– 53% response rate 
– 95% cooperation rate 



Distance willing to travel to deliver 

 



Percentage of total income 

 



 



Number of cords sold in 2012-2013 

 



 



Community firewood dealer certificate? 

 



 



 



Next steps… 

• Continued outreach education 
• Expansion of workshops to bring producers together 

using processing technology 



END 
 


	Friends of Firewood
	They who chop their own wood are twice warmed
	Slide Number 3
	Perspective on the Firewood Industry
	WV Friends of Firewood Network
	Purpose
	Components of �Friends of Firewood
	Surveys
	Two-part survey
	Telephone Interview Results
	Mailed Questionnaire Results
	Distance willing to travel to deliver
	Percentage of total income
	Slide Number 14
	Number of cords sold in 2012-2013
	Slide Number 16
	Community firewood dealer certificate?
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Next steps…
	END

